Partnership With Native Americans and Feeding America Team Up to ... https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/partnership-with-native-am...

Partnership With Native Americans
and Feeding America Team Up to
Improve Food Sovereignty and
Emergency Preparedness

PARTNERSHIP WITH
o(L/ NATIVE AMERICANS®
-

NEWS PROVIDED BY
Partnership With Native Americans —
Mar 16, 2023, 08:46 ET

Feeding America turned to Partnership With Native Americans (PWNA) to help advance its

Natives Prepared Project

DALLAS, March 16, 2023 /PRNewswire/ -- More than 70 natural disasters have occurred on tribal
lands in the last decade due to climate change and human activities, and food insecurity
impacts one in four Native families - the highest rate in the U.S. As part of its Natives Prepared
Project, Feeding America turned to Partnership With Native Americans (PWNA), a Native-led
nonprofit, to lend its expertise in providing services for both emergency preparedness and food

sovereignty.

Continue Reading

1 of3 3/16/2023,9:17 AM



Partnership With Native Americans and Feeding America Team Up to ... https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/partnership-with-native-am...
#7 L) 18 R L oy = [ R

Partnership With Native Americans and Feeding America join forces to improve food sovereignty and emergency
preparedness

The Natives Prepared Project will develop and deploy a multi-level, community-based training
program to enhance community resilience in the face of large-scale disruptions such as natural
and human-caused disasters, climate change and severe economic downturns. The project
includes five pre-selected pilot sites, each comprised of Feeding America food banks and
Native nation partners. As the lead partner for the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate and the Hualapai
Tribe pilot sites, PWNA will address capacity and resource gaps in emergency preparedness
and food sovereignty using their training models that have proven effective in other Tribal

communities.

"For nearly a decade, PWNA has conducted Native-led training on emergency preparedness
and response team certification, as well as ancestral foods and food sovereignty," said Joshua
Arce, president and CEO of PWNA. "We are proud to support Feeding America in their Natives
Prepared Project, and we look forward to seeing the impact it makes on the selected tribes

and nations."

"Feeding America is delighted to collaborate with PWNA on this incredibly important project
that merges disaster preparedness with food access and food sovereignty," said Mark Ford,
Director of Native and Tribal Partnerships for Feeding America. "PWNA and Feeding America
have shared an essential role in providing disaster relief and emergency food to Native
communities impacted by disaster. The Natives Prepared project allows tribes to create a
disaster preparedness plan with their local food bank to respond to the needs of their
communities before, during and after any disaster. PWNA is an experienced first responder
with a strong track record in helping tribes create their own disaster plans. We look forward to
the technical expertise PWNA will bring to build capacity of Native nations to respond to

disasters and partner with local food banks." o3
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Participants of the Natives Prepared Project will be provided with the resources and training
necessary to achieve a clear, sustainable path toward disaster preparedness and food

sovereignty. The project is underway and will conclude by yearend.

About Partnership With Native Americans

Partnership With Native Americans is a national, Native-led nonprofit championing hope for a
brighter future for Native Americans living on remote, geographically isolated

reservations. Established in 1990, PWNA collaborates with tribal programs to address
immediate relief and long-term solutions such as education, emergency preparedness and
food security, improving the lives of 250,000 tribal citizens annually. Follow PWNA on

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn, or visit NativePartnership.org.

About Feeding America

Feeding America® is the largest hunger-relief organization in the U.S. Through a network of
more than 200 food banks, 21 statewide food bank associations, and over 60,000 partner
agencies, food pantries and meal programs, we helped provide 5.2 billion meals to tens of
millions of people in need last year. Feeding America also supports programs that prevent food
waste and improve food security among the people we serve; brings attention to the social and
systemic barriers that contribute to food insecurity in our nation; and advocates for legislation
that protects people from going hungry. To learn more, visit www.feedingamerica.org, find us

on Facebook or follow us on Twitter.
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